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The Headmaster writes...

As we enjoy our Easter break, it is very pleasing to
reflect on how much our children have achieved over the
past few months. The Spring term is traditionally
considered to be the “quiet” term in most schools, but at
our school this is certainly not the case!

Our Evening of Music is an annual highlight and while |
have been at the school the consensus from parents is
that it gets better each year. | am hugely grateful to Mr
Pearson for his dedication and determination in
organising the evening, as well as leading it so skilfully
on the night. All of the children’'s performances were
captivating, from the orchestral instruments to the
drumming to the guitars to the singing but what made the
performances so strong was each child’s preparedness
to try to soar — a confidence based on knowing if they
falter, they will not fall but instead be gently caught and
lifted back up to try again. This confidence comes from
truly effective and successful teaching relationships, to
which we aspire at MHS and which we see under Mr
Pearson’s leadership in our music.

Another superb event that has become an annual fixture
over the past few years is our cross-country. While our
course is continued on page 2

News from The Folly

The month of March has seen our children learning
about growth. Children in the Caterpillar group have
been planting, learning about changes in living things,
how to make the changes happen and what the plants
need. We have planted bulbs indoors, peas on the
verandah and strawberries and potatoes in the garden.
We are monitoring them closely and watering them too.
Our Butterflies, as well as taking part in some planting,
have been learning about human growth and have been
bringing in their baby photos to arrange in time order in
their Special Time books. We have been talking about
the past, present and future and what happens when.

In our Ladybird room the children have been
experimenting with shape and colour, using paints and
glitter to make some colourful creations. Music and
movement have also played a big part in their daily
routine and they have made the most of our grounds on
nice days, venturing up in their buggies to feed the
chickens.

What will next term bring? As well as some new children
joining our nursery, the term will see our annual visits to
Pecorama, our two parents’ evenings and, of course,
Sports Day — it will be a busy one! Helen Freeman

Below: Pipe Band inaugural performance; Manor House cross-country championship. Folly Nursery images appear on page 3 this month
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The Headmaster writes ...cont. from page 1
quite gruelling for the competitors, especially for the under 11s
who have to tackle Sheepy Slope twice, the visiting staff and
parents always comment on how much they enjoy the event (of
course, they don't have to run it!) because of the space for
spectators, its size (big enough to be competitive but not so big
as to be daunting for the children) and its location. The hard
work from Mr Hudson, Mr Wilmot, Mrs Wilmot, Mrs Scott, Mr
Sutherland, Mrs Atterbury and Miss Broad ensured the day ran
smoothly. | am also very grateful to Dan for marking out the
course so well, to all of the marshals who helped direct the
runners, to Della and the FMHS for supplying and staffing the
cake station and to Mrs Bamford and Mr Upperdine for giving
up their Wednesday mornings to help me with the cross
country training. However, perhaps the most important feature
of our cross country success is the enjoyment and satisfaction
that so many of our children experience, which is the
foundation of our teams’ successes. More about the cross-
country appears later in this newsletter.

World Week was a new venture at MHS and from the teachers’
point of view it was a great success. The themed approach to
working across the age groups in their houses prompted a
great deal of teamwork from children, helping to develop their
research and leadership skills. Each of the houses
approached the week in a slightly different way but a wealth of
subjects, knowledge and skills was covered by them all. Every
member of staff in the school was involved in making the
project a success, from Joseph Bolanos, a member of our
domestic staff who gave a talk to Merlin on the Philippines, to
Mrs Maccoy, who provided many of Falcon’s African
resources. | am also grateful to the many parents who took up
our invitation to be involved. | would particularly like to thank
Mrs Raistrick for the superb job she did with Merlin when she
unexpectedly found herself leading them for the last two days
of term.

| should also like to thank here, and welcome to the school,
Mrs Heather Rabone, who is teaching English and other
subjects to upper school classes and is F5's tutor. Her
contributions to the children’s learning and to the school
community have already made an impressive and exciting
impact.

In spite of having her leg in plaster from her ankle to her thigh,
Mrs Foster visited the children on the final Tuesday of term.
She is making good progress and, based on the latest update,
we are expecting her to be back in school ready for the start of
next term.

This has been a superb term and great progress has been
made in all areas of school life. However, writing just 24 hours
after the end of term, | am already looking forward to next term
and all that it will bring, which, | hope, will include a bit of
warmth and sunshine! In the meantime, please have a
relaxing break and a very Happy Easter.

UNIFORM NEXT TERM

Pupils may start next term wearing summer or winter uniform (not
a mixture of the two) depending on the weather until we announce
a date for everyone to wear full summer uniform. Mrs Wilmot

YOUR PARENT GOVERNORS

We are pleased to announce Mr Guy Bamford (father of Robyn,
Louis and Isabel) has agreed to join the Board of Governors as a
third parent governor alongside Corinne Fisher-Crouch and
Andrew Eaton Hart. Any parent who would like one of your parent
governors to raise an issue with the school can contact them either
in person around school or via phone or email as indicated on the
school calendar. The position of school governor at Manor House,
although having no legal significance since the school is run by a
limited company, is nevertheless part of an important chain of
communication and has a valued advisory role. Mr Wilmot

THANK YOU

...to everyone who contributed to the collection for the Shelterbox
Appeal following the inaugural performance by the Pipe Band at
the Evening of Music. £192.00 was raised. Mr Pearson

NEWS FROM RECEPTION

Reception and a few members of F1 visited 'The Coffee House' in
Honiton on Thursday 4th March as a real life café experience as
they enjoyed the role play café a great deal in the classroom.
Many thanks to the staff there who provided great hospitality, a
glass of juice and a delicious sponge cake!

In the classroom the children have been discussing stories and
looked at the text of The Gruffalo before making some lovely
models and masks.

With Easter approaching, there have been many Easter activities
in the classroom and an Easter Egg hunt at Forest School. Also
during a recent Forest School session the children, helped by staff
and parent volunteers, planted 30 saplings (as pictured). These
came from the Woodland Trust, and we look forward to watching
them grow over the years.

The last 3 days of term were very busy with the children
researching culture, music and dance, food and many other
aspects of their house's continent for World Week.
Happy Easter to everyone!

NETBALL REPORT

What a brilliant time | have had learning new things about netball.
This netball season has been a very enjoyable and fulfilling one.
Alongside the help of Miss Broad, both the U9s and Ulls girls
have played in several matches, and although not all of them were
won, we finished feeling proud and happy about our performance.
The U9s have done incredibly well, gelling as a team and putting a
lot of effort into their game practices. The game v St John’s still
gets my heart beating when | think about it — it was a brilliant
match and we were well supported by the parents who came to
watch. The girls managed to pick themselves up from being
behind at half time to winning by one point in the last 10 seconds.
All Manor House supporters were jumping up and down with
excitement.

The U11 girls have surprised me in every game that they have
played by picking themselves up and putting in a sterling effort and
giving the other teams a game to play for. Although the games
were not won | felt that each time the girls had won the second
half, and definitely improved as each game went on.

I am proud of you all and your sportsmanship. Congratulations to
Diana, Sara and Emily for receiving colours in Netball. | am
looking forward to a season of rounders and have a lot planned for
you all, so get those bats swinging and balls going during the
Easter break. Miss Beuthin

NEWS FROM FORM TWO

Form 2 have completed another busy and successful term. In
Forest School they have become adept at building shelters and
working together as a team. They have discovered how difficult it
is to collect clean water and learnt how to filter it with a variety of
materials. Together with Form 1 and Reception they have also
taken part in an exciting Woodland Trust project, planting a copse
of 30 cherry, birch and rowan saplings on the Forest School field
and helping plant and measure them along with an elm tree: Mrs.
Vaughan helped link us up to this conservation project that will last
for the next 20 years!

In the classroom they have really enjoyed our topic based on The
Great Fire of London. They were given the mission to find out
when, where, why and how it happened and to create a display
that would inform anyone else who came into the class (see
picture). They were justly proud of their efforts and particularly
enjoyed building the model houses on fire and making the boats
for the playmobile people to escape into. Mrs Scott

FALCON'S AFRICAN EXPERIENCE

It may have been a return to winter outside but the heat steadily
rose for Falcon’s whistle stop tour around the African continent for
World Week. Our base was the Form 2 classroom, which rapidly
filed up with an astonishing and colourful array of African
artefacts, shields, clothes, jewellery, baskets, artwork and food.
Everyone had a go at making and decorating a drum and the
rhythms of Africa pulsed throughout the three days.

The younger children used the story of Handa’s Surprise for their
own special activities, while the older children carved scarab
beetles from soap and produced a slide show on their research of
the five main regions of Africa as well as writing their own poems
and researching the vital statistics of a whole range of animals.

As well as the singing, dancing and drumming sessions, the whole
house also took part in an African safari around the school
buildings and grounds; listened to a fascinating account from Mrs.
Maccoy of her time in Kenya and Uganda; and tasted lamb tagine
and couscous (kindly made by Mrs. Williams) as well as having
corn flour flat breads to try out a range of dips - all finished off with
exotic fruits like mango, papaya, pineapple and bananas. One of
the absolute highlights was the staging of the World Cup Football.
Six teams went through to this final competition and after some
very hard fought and skilful individual performances the final was

Sue Broad




between Switzerland and Slovenia. It was nil all at the final whistle
- and even after extra time the score remained a draw. So it was
decided on penalties and Slovenia were ecstatic as they lifted the
golden trophy! Once again many thanks to Mr. Gibson who was
not only ref but also kept up a running commentary throughout.

Many, many thanks to Mrs. Rabone, Mrs. Broad and Mrs. Nunns
for all their hard work and humour and a special thank you to Form
6 who were such excellent role models and helped make the event
such a success. Mrs Scott

SATURDAY SINGING

on 6" March Isabella, Sophie, Isabel and Henry went to St
Margaret's School to the choral lesson run by James Davie,
conductor of the winning Choir of the Year. We started by warming
up our vocal cords by doing the famous hissing snake exercise.
Then we learnt some tongue twisters and a song called Banaha. It
was a bit tricky at first but after a while we got into the swing of
things. It was a great experience and we would love to do it again.
Sophie and Isabella

ALPACAS

Alpacas produce such silky wool — it's soft as soft can be.
You knit and knit until you make a silky scarf for me.

You wear it well, you look so swell, it's pretty on you, too.
If you go out around and about they notice you like new.
Diana and Sophie (composed for World Week)

MANOR HOUSE INTER-SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY

Results:
U9 girls: 1. Manor House 2. Clyst Hydon 3. Offwell
Team Megan Thompson Summers 2
Niamh Wright 5
Dominique Mears Hammett 20
Robyn Bamford,
Emma Eaton-Hart 10
Josie Wells 19

U9 boys: 1. Manor House 2. Clyst Hydon 3. Offwell
Team:  Oliver Upperdine 2

Harry Gordon 3

Henry Williams 10

Harry Eaton 21

Louis Bamford 8

Harry Ensall 12
U11 girls: 1. Kentisbeare Joint 2. Manor House, Offwell
Team:  Sara Wright 3

Hannah Eaton 10

Diana Dormer 12

Isabella Fisher-Crouch 17

U11 boys: 1. Manor House 2. Offwell 3. Clyst Hydon
Team:  Matthew Simpson 1

Matthew Moxon 5
Oliver Patch 18
Frank Hartley 4
Oscar Fearnley-Derome 13
Sam Norton 15

A-COLDHARBOUR MILLING WE GO

On the 2" March Form 6 went on the bus. We looked around to
see the guide called Peter (Isabel). The trip was very exciting - i
had two separate parts (Thomas). Peter showed us the machines
and how they worked and we got samples of the wool (Emily ). We
were seeing what it was like for Victorian children when they were
working at the mill (Matthew M). It was amazing to see how
everything worked and the process of it all (Sara). We went into a
small room where Oscar was told to ring a small bell that was rung
at 5.55 every morning in Victorian times (Sophie ). Then we had
our sandwiches...everyone suddenly turned silent as Mr Robson
came in with Annie and told us to clean stuff (Isabella). He was
very tall and was wearing a big black coat. He was very strict and
scary...l would have hated to have been a Victorian (Jonty ). He
was a very strict teacher...girls were not allowed to look at Mr
Robson so we had to look at the ground...we had to go and do
some tasks upstairs...Oscar, James and | had to sort out lots of
different types of wool (Diana). My favourite part was sorting wool
and stacking barrels (James). Mr Robson was an amazing
actor...it was interesting to see how a water wheel can be used to
make such amazing thread (Oscar). When Mr Robson came
everyone got told off...all of the machines were very loud
(Matthew S). We lined up and told our names...the day went
quickly but we had fun doing the stacking and there was humour

but my favourite bit was the role play (Dominic ). The mill itself was
surprisingly made of metal (Edward). The man who acted was
called David — he was really scary but | couldn't help but laugh
(Josh). Although Mr Robson was very strict everyone kept up
good spirits...overall the best trip ever (Frank). It was a fascinating
experience that | will never forget (Adam).

FORM 3 MEET TUTANKHAMUN

On 16" March Form 3 went to the Tutankhamun Exhibition. It was
small but very good. The burial room was very eerie and cold — the
dummies were very lifelike and | was a little scared (Archie). It
wasn't in Egypt — it is in Dorchester (Dominique ). When we got
there a lady talked to us...| got scared when | saw the dummies
(Beatrix ). | liked it when | saw the dummies of Lord Carnarvon,
Lady Evelyn and Howard Carter — | loved it all — it was just like
Ancient Egypt! (Harry S). We got to see many things like Howard
Carter looking through the hole he had made (Harry En). At the
start of the exhibition | saw the Rosetta Stone — it was big (Louis ).
The first room had a model of Tutankhamun’s mummy (Harry Ea).
When we entered the ante-chamber we saw a model of
Tutankhamun’s wife (Josie). One part of the museum was dark
(Tom). | thought it was weird — | liked the treasures — especially
the mask (Peter). My favourite bit was the treasury because it had
a model — it was a death mask (Theo). | liked the replica of
Tutankhamun (Thomas). | thought it was great — the shop was
good (Joel). | bought a model of Bastet (it was tiny) and a
postcard (Emily ).

. NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF MHS .
= A quick reminder to have a look at the fantastic plans for thes
=lower garden area (adjacent to the Folly Nursery garden) whichg
sare currently on display on the Friends’ noticeboard. If you ares
-able to help in ANY WAY please sign up to join the workingy
aparty.  Work will commence asap and the garden, when-
" complete will be used by ALL of the school.

= The Friends are holding a Coffee Morning/Book Stall at the FoIIy-
. Nursery on 29 April and ALL are welcome. .

= The next Friends’ meeting is on Thursday 22 April at 7.30pm. .
IAnd just to let you know the Friends have registered for a fundg
araising scheme called Bag2school (www.bag2school.com). TheI
'collectlon bags arrive on 3 May and will be collected from schools
aon 28 May so if you are thinking of having a spring clear outs
= please keep any of the items listed below until then and we willa
mbe paid handsomely by this company and the items will beg
areused: Adults and children's clothing, Bedding, Curtains, Softa
-Toys Shoes, Belts, Handbags (no bric-a-brac). It's very simpleg
abut could raise lots of money if we all manage to fill a bag! There-
= will be a second collection in October/November.
- Liz Russo, Secretary-










Constance Paterson from the Folly has a certificate from Exeter Gym Club.

In the pool Angus MacLean achieved Levels 3 and 4 and his 25m award; Archie Kitson also Levels 3 and 4; Peter Thornton Level 1
and Water Skills grade 1;Ruby Russo Level 4; James Nicholls Level 5; and Kitty Guinness and Maisie Russo Level 8.

Mathletics certificates have been presented as follows: bronze to Lizzie Gray, Zack Gray, Joel Gray, Josie Wells, Har  ry Eaton, Theo
Rees, Harry Ensall, Louis Bamford, Harry Shaw, Thom as Custance, Archie Kitson and Thomas Cross ; silver to Lizzie Gray,
Emily Wright, Harry Eaton, Harry Shaw and Emily Con  way; and gold to Isabel Couch .

Henry Williams received a certificate recognising success at Scuba Diving.

The following commendations have been awarded: to Freddie Fearnley Derome (for his story writing), George Tompkins (spelling
and comprehension), Diana Dormor (setting an example with behaviour and commitment), Oliver Upperdine (class
attitude/mathematical understanding), Daniel Phillips (Maths Einstein moment), Oscar Fearnley Derome (determination and
effort/putting forward a valid argument), Henry Hudson (coping well in adversity), Hannah Eaton (humanities), Grace Zimbler
(diligence), Kitty Guinness (kind and helpful), Thomas Vincent (participation), Joel Gibson (creative work), Isabel Couch (effort),
Megan Thompson Summers (contribution to discussion), Harry Shaw (many house points in one week), Archie Kitson and Harry
Eaton (hard work, great effort), Isobel Harding-Perrott  (settling well into F4) and Thomas Custance (maths).

Achievement Awards have been gained by Grace Zimbler, Frank Hartley, Emma Eaton Hart, Emil y Mulley, Harry Ensall, Joel
Gibson, Harry Eaton, Theo Rees, Thomas Custance, Ha nnah Eaton, Archie Kitson and Louis Bamford .

Following success on the ski slopes Simon Sage received a bronze ski medal and Maria Sage a silver; Finn Riddell and Daisy
Riddell received certificates in the same sport.

Jimmy Brett received a medal for running the Sport Relief Mile.

For success going through to the regional final of the Primary Maths Challenge Sara Wright and Jonty Eaton Hart received
certificates.

Matthew Simpson has continued his cross-country success reaching the national finals in two separate events.

Oscar Fearnley Derome, James Cross, Matthew Simpson , Frank Hartley, Adam Wells and Thomas Vincent have joined the
prefect team.

The F6 mystery picture competition posed in art lessons was won by Diana Dormor .

Colours this term have been awarded as follows: house colours to Diana Dormor, James Cross, Grace Zimbler, Zack Gray , Robyn
Bamford, Daniel Phillips, Henry Williams, Alice Dor ~ mor, Alex Hayman, Emily Mulley, Oliver Upperdine, E  den Vaughan, Harry
Gordon, Louis Bamford, Emily Conway, Thomas Cross, Thomas Custance, Harry Eaton, Harry Ensall, Joel G ray, Archie
Kitson, Dominique Mears Hammett, Theo Rees, Harry S  haw, Peter Thornton and Josie Wells ; colours in football to Matthew
Moxon, Matthew Simpson, Dominic Beer, Oscar Fearnle  y-Derome and Sam Norton ; in netball to Emily Gordon, Diana Dormor
and Sara Wright ; and in cross-country to Matthew Simpson and Sara Wright .

For services to their houses the White cups have been awarded to Oscar Fearnley Derome (Merlin), Thomas Vincent (Kestrel) and
Isabella Fisher Crouch (Falcon).

The end of term house match competition brought victory to Merlin in both netball and football competitions.

The term’s house point competion was won by Kestrel with 1035 points. Merlin came second with 1033 and Falcon third with 1022.




