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The Headmaster writes...

After a rather stuttering start, | would like to welcome
everyone back to the start of the New Year and the new
school term. In spite of the weather, we have already
packed in a great deal with sports fixtures for the Ulls
and the U9s, a new mix of after school clubs and we are
approaching the end of exam week.

Looking ahead, we have much to look forward to; our
Evening of Music, our home cross country event, many
more sports fixtures and a new project, “World Week”.
“World Week” is running over the last three days of term
and children will be working in their Houses to research
different aspects of life in different continents. The week
is designed to develop research, analytical and
presentation skills as some of the children’s work will be
presented to parents on the afternoon of the last day of
term.

Over the Christmas break | spent a great deal of time
going through the parental survey questionnaires. | am
very grateful to all the families who returned the forms as
your feedback helps ensure we are on the right track, as
well as highlighting any areas that we need to look at
more closely. | will be publishing a summary of the
findings shortly.

Now that exam week has been completed for Upper
School children, report writing will begin in earnest and
parents of children in Forms 1 to 6 can look forward to
receiving a written update on each child’s progress.
Finally, | would like to thank Mrs Bowman for her hard
work at our school. We are in the process of appointing
a new teacher and we will keep you updated on our
progress in the coming weeks.

News from The Folly

Welcome back! After the busy Christmas period we are
straight back into the thick of it, starting off our term by
welcoming ten new children into our setting.
With the snow bringing problems all over the country, we
made the most of it at nursery by looking at the tracks
made in the snow and working out what made them;
some believing they could be made by birds or rabbits,
others thinking they were the evidence of Father
Christmas's visit. We then at Forest School made our
own tracks and matched the patterns up with our wellies
- working out whose were whose. We have now made
hedgehogs at Forest School and next week will be
working out how we can make homes for them to keep
them safe. Can | please whilst talking about Forest
School remind parents that it is a year round activity and
clothing should be warm and waterproof at this time of
year?
Within the nursery, as well as our usual activities, we
have been concentrating on birthdays and special events
for the children with lots of discussion and the
construction of large birthday cakes to put our names on
to see how old we are. We have also made birthday
biscuits and enjoyed eating them as part of our snack
time. In the ladybird room we have been enjoying
exploring our surroundings and experimenting with
music and sound. As well as making friends and taking
our first steps, we have been busy looking at shapes and
colour with lots of art work being done, and we are
looking forward to making lots more!
Please see page 4 for this month’s Folly images.

Helen Freeman, Head of Nursery.




NEWS FROM FORM 1

Form 1 have been making peg dolls. Over the last term
the children in Form 1 have been looking at materials and
their properties in science: and in history toys from the
past. Making the dolls has shown the children what
materials were used in making toys in the past as well as
securing the knowledge of the properties of these
materials. The children had great fun making the dolls. If
you have any traditional toys that you would be prepared to
lend us for a display we would be grateful. Mrs. Fuller

NEWS FROM FORM 2

Form 2 have been making the most of the wintry start to
the term and enjoying the snow. Their first Forest School
saw them working really hard to collect plenty of firewood
for the yurt. They also got into groups and spent a
considerable amount of time building various structures,
helping them investigate man-made and natural materials
as part of their Science. Last week’s Forest School also
involved them making their own delightful pink (and in
some cases spotted) little clay pigs, complete with names,
ages and characters. The challenge was to make a shelter
out of only natural materials for each little pig to survive a
whole week in. Much thought was given to where to site
the shelters as well as what materials to use. Some chose

the shelter of hedges and tree roots, some tried their hand
at building tepees and tripod shelters from sticks; others
found badger holes or built stone caves.... We are due to
check up on how each little pig has fared tomorrow! No
wolf has been spotted in the area so it is just down to the
skill of each pig owner as to which little pig still has a smile
on its face! Mrs. Scott
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NETBALL REPORT

To get the girls all ready for a great season of netball, Mr.
Wilmot, Lucy Broad and | went on a school outing with a

party of Form 4, 5, and 6 girls to watch the national
champions Bath University netball team play against the
England team. This was very exciting to watch as the girls



had great skill and the game was extremely fast. At the end
of the match we were lucky enough to get a team photo
with the Bath girls and even had a few netball balls signed.
The evening was a great success and we all had a brilliant
time. Thank you to Mr. Wilmot for driving and the girls for
singing ALL the way back home!

So with the help of Miss Broad our netball practices have
been very fulfilling and enjoyable. The U9/10 girls showed
off their new skills this week when they played their first
match against Exeter Cathedral School on Tuesday the
26th. This was a very exciting first game for us as the ball
travelled from one side of the court to the other with neither
of the teams scoring a point in the first two quarters. Luckily
enough all the girls’ hard work at practice then came
together and, with the help of warmed up hands, thanks to
the hot water bottles provided by Mrs. Dormor, the girls
were able to work together to score the first goal. Two
more goals were scored by Manor House within the match
and Exeter Cathedral girls managed to get past Robyn'’s
brilliant defence and score a goal for their team. It was a
great game and Manor House came away with smiles and
a victory of 3-1. Well done to Niamh and Robyn for being
'girls of the match' and well done to the others for a brilliant
team effort. Thank youto Miss Broad for refereeing the
match and for the support from the parents.

The U1l girls have their first match on Wednesday 3rd
February vs. Exeter Cathedral, starting at 14:00 at ECS.
Your support would be more than welcomed.

Miss Beuthin.
The school appreciates the support of the Friends of MHS
who paid for the Bath excursion

NEWS FROM RECEPTION CLASS

Our new term started with very exciting weather conditions!
All the children have had great fun playing in the
snow...making snowmen, building snow shelters and lots
of sledging down the slopes! With wintry weather as a
focus we have made lots of snowmen pictures, made
icicles in the classroom and made ice balls using balloons.
We have watched how the ice has melted and thought
about what we need to do, and wear, to keep warm during
the cold weather.

Our role play area at the moment is a Police Station and
we are all trying hard to learn our address in case of an
emergency! Sue Foster, Reception Class Teacher

FOOTBALL REPORT : U11 v Trinity

The whistle blew and we got off to a great start. Josh
scored a great goal to give us an early lead. We played on
with both teams having good chances but then the whistle
blew for half time.

We got back on the pitch and Joel scored a great goal that
hit the cross bar then the post then went in. We now had a
2-0 advantage and near the end of the game Dominic slid
in a third goal. The whistle blew for the end of the match.
The final score was 3-0 to us.

The team was Oscar, Frank, Sam, Dominic, Matthew S,
Josh, Thomas, Olly and us. Matthew M and Joel
Below: U9 v Exeter Cathedral

. NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF MHS .
=Date of next meeting is Thursday 4th February at®
= 7.45pm in the main hall. All ideas and suggestions fors
= fundraising/social events very much appreciated. Whya
=hot come along and see what it is all about? Enjoy aj
glass of wine and join in the fun!  Liz Russo, Secretary =




Commendations have been made thus: to Harry Shaw (for spellings and determined eating routine),
Beatrix Ubsdell (spellings), Frank Hartley (commitment in rugby, determination in maths), Maisie Russo
(very helpful at Forest School), Emily Wright (being brave during cocktail stick injury), Megan Titchener
(work and attitude), Harry Gordon (good manners), Megan Thompson Summers and Adam Wells (all-
round effort), William Hudson (quick and accurate maths) and Henry Hudson (snowman pictures on
computer).

Achievement Awards have been presented to Grace Zimbler, Isabel Couch, Oscar Fearnley- Derome,
Zack Gray and Oliver Patch .

The following successes in ABRSM music exams have been announced: Harry Eaton — Grade 1 piano and
Grade 1 clarinet; Hannah Eaton — Grade 1 piano; George Russo — Grade 1 cornet; and Thomas Vincent
— Grade 2 trumpet.

Following the school's Love in a Box shoebox contributions we have received a Certificate of Appreciation
thanking us for our part in the gift of 42,000 smiles.

Awards at Pony Club have been presented to George Russo for helpfulness, cheerfulness and progress.
Maisie Russo and William Hudson received bronze Mathletics certificates whilst Isabel Couch gained
silver.

In the pool Thomas Custance gained his 100m front crawl Rainbow Award.

WHAT'S ON IN FEBRUARY
The week’s focus: Caring for those less fortunate than ourselves

Mon 1 FA4 swimming 8.40 School staff meeting 3.45
Tue 2 Mixed cricket 3.45 ACE Club 3.45
Wed 3 U1l 7-a-side netball v Exeter Cath (A) 2.00
U11 football v Exeter Cath (A) 2.00
Art Club 3.45
Thu 4 Tap 12.40 Open Assembly 3.00

Lower School sports 3.45
Woodwork 3.45 ‘Make a Million!” 3.45

Images on this page are from the Folly Fri 5 Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05
The week’s focus: The Winter Olympics
Mon 8 F4 swimming 8.40
Nursery staff meeting 3.45
Tue 9 U9 netball v St.John’s (A) 2.00

U9 football v St.John’s (A) 2.00
Mixed cricket 3.45 ACE Club 3.45

Wed 10 U11 netball v St.John’s (H) 2.00
U11 football v St.John’s (H) 2.00
Art Club 3.45
Thu 11 Tap 12.40 Open Assembly 3.00

Cross-country at Stockland
Lower School sports 3.45
Woodwork 3.45 ‘Make a Million!" 3.45
Fri 12 Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05
Mon 15" — Fri 19" February inclusive
HALF-TERM HOLIDAY
The week’s focus: Being Unique

Mon 22 F4 swimming 8.40 School staff meeting 3.45
Tue 23 F4 and F5 visit @ Bristol
Mixed cricket 3.45  ACE Club 3.45
Wed 24 U11 football v Blundell's (A) 2.00
Art Club 3.45
Thu 25 Tap 12.40 Open Assembly 3.00

Lower School sports 3.45
Woodwork 3.45  ‘Make a Million!” 3.45
Fri 26 Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05
Please note the 3 " February fixtures are Away and not
Home as previously notified




