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The Headmaster writes…  
School trips are wonderful experiences. Children have 
the chance to be immersed in and inspired by a subject 
or activity and teachers have the privilege of giving 
children an opportunity they may never get again, an 
opportunity that we hope is not just memorable but 
unforgettable. But my most recent school trip brought 
another dimension into sharp focus – the public. 
Form 5’s recent trip to London (below) and the Houses 
of Parliament fitted the immersion and inspiration profile 
perfectly. It was an incredible day for everyone involved, 
which required a lot of stamina but which brought great 
rewards. It was a long day, leaving Honiton at 7 o’clock 
in the morning and returning at 9.30pm, resulting in 
about six hours being spent on the train. It was an awe-
inspiring day as the children walked into the chambers of 
the House of Commons and the House of Lords, 
standing in the government benches, touching the 
dispatch boxes where so many great speeches have 
been made by our leading politicians over the years, 
quickly brushing their fingers over the shoes of some of 
the statues of great Prime Ministers in the Commons’ 
Lobby (a tradition meant to bring luck when making an 
important speech). It was an enlightening day as children 
broke into two teams for a session on law making and 
debated issues with each other, as an idea became a 
bill, went through                               continued on page 2 
 

News from Reception and Form 1  
As usual the Fab Four have been busy, busy, busy! 
They have all enjoyed lots of outdoor activities in the 
lovely warm weather and have had lots of fun at Forest 
School each week. They joined Form One to take part in 
an Open Assembly based on the theme of Thanking 
People Who Care for Us. 
Over the last few weeks the children have been 
practising their skills ready for Sports Day (below), in 
which they all took part by running in lots of fun races 
and worked as a team with the rest of Lower School in a 
Tug of War.                                    Mrs Foster, Reception 
Form One and Reception had a great day at Bicton!  The 
sun shone and we didn't need our coats.  We travelled 
on the train (below) around the gardens looking at the 
trees, flowers and fountain. 
We have had a busy half term continuing our seaside
theme and developing it into pirates.  We have written 
about the type of pirate we would be, made parrots, 
listened to pirate stories and poems, designed our own 
ships and considered where we would sail them. Next 
we will be looking at treasure and maps, making boats 
and testing whether they will float, and creating a pirate 
tea for which we will write invitations to parents to join 
us! 
Our Mini Beast Madness Show is fantastic and we look 
forward to seeing you all there next week.  Mrs Fuller, F1 
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The Headmaster writes …cont. from page 1 
the “ping-pong” process (back and forth between the 
Commons and the Lords), before becoming an Act, receiving 
royal assent and becoming a law. It was an exciting day as 
we spent time in Trafalgar Square, walked past Downing 
Street and saw more London landmarks than I can list. It was 
a great day. 

 
However, there were also times when I was disappointed. 
More and more I seem to come across assumptions that 
children will be unruly and disruptive. More and more I notice 
some people’s thinly veiled reactions of displeasure on 
seeing groups of school children and this troubles me. One 
example is the way one adult addressed a child who wanted 
to make a purchase on the train. The child only had a £10 
note, which caused the member of staff to tutt at the child, 
scowl quickly in my direction and make a great show of 
digging deep to find some change. Yes, finding change can 
be awkward but this service had been trading for over two 
hours and change wasn’t really the issue. The issue for this 
person was that they were dealing with a child – a polite, 
patient and smiling child.  The same reactions manifested 
themselves when we boarded the train to come home. A 
ripple went around the carriage and the non-verbal signals 
were loud and clear; eyes rolling, gentle shaking of heads 
and catching the eyes of complete strangers to acknowledge 
this unwanted invasion. 
Our children, I am pleased to say, were blissfully unaware of 
this latent hostility but it upset me. It upset me because this 
is an appalling message to send to children and it is a 
message which, if noticed, is almost guaranteed to prompt a 
negative response.  It troubles me that there is this mentality 
that children mean noise, nuisance and trouble.  What sort of 
example is being set?  What message being transmitted?  
What sort of response is being prompted? 
In our case, our children’s behaviour spoke far louder than 
those disgruntled passengers did. The train pulled west and 
passengers began to settle.  Then as the carriage began to 
empty, we had one comment after another as passengers 
left the train and made a point of praising our children for 
their manners, their tone and their friendliness. Our children, 
as always, were a credit to the school.  Of course, I knew 
they would be, but what worries me are the assumptions of 
others that take the opposite view, judging a group of people 
harshly simply because they are children. 
School trips are an essential part of the life of any good 
school as the lessons children learn bring so much more 
than the planned academic content, but it is vital that these 
lessons are positive and fulfilling, which means the wider 
public being positive about children. 
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SPORTS DAY remembered in poetry 

S print, sweating, speed races 
P ulling with all our might 
O n your marks, get set, GO! 
R unning, riding, hobby horse race 
T ug of war, team work 
S unny, stickers. 

D amsels in distress and knights 
A mazing, athletic 
Y elling, yummy ice cream. 

Maisie Russo, James Nicholls  and Freddie Fearnley-Derome   

FORM 2 VISIT TO OKEHAMPTON CASTLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having learnt about why and how castles were built and who lived 
in them it was with great excitement that Form 2 set off to see a 
motte and bailey castle for real - even if it was in ruins. English 
Heritage provided a wonderful tour for the children, with Chris 
dressed up and taking the part of the steward of the castle. He 
gave just the right amount of information and Form 2 were 
captivated, asking lots of questions as well as impressing Chris 
with their knowledge of castles.                                         Mrs Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORY! 

This term I am proud to say that both the U11 girls and the U9 girls 
won a match. 
The U11 girls were lucky enough to play two matches, one against 
St. John's and the other v E.C.S. The game v St. John's on the 9th 
June was a very exciting match as it was predicted to be, but 



�

unfortunately all the excitement and the nerves took over in the 
second innings making the girls lose concentration in the field and 
causing some silly mistakes. However, the U11s still played very 
well and St. John’s only just managed to win the match. Thank you 
to Megan and Maria  for playing in the match, and well done 
to Maria for receiving girl of the match. (This was Maria's first 
match of the rounders term due to injury, so well done, Maria.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The match v E.C.S was an away game and took place on 
Wednesday the 23rd of June. It was a beautiful summer’s day and 
we were all very excited and eager to play. We unfortunately were 
running short on time so the game was cut down to 18 good balls 
and we went out to bat straight away. The girls did very well to put 
on so many rounders and half rounders by putting great pressure 
on the E.C.S fielders and managed to finish on an impressive 
score. After a few words of encouragement, M.H.S girls went out 
to field. Sophie ’s bowling was dead on target and she even made 
some impressive catches - well done, Sophie. The other girls in 
the field were spot on with their calls and long barrier stops which 
didn’t allow the opposition to score many rounders. After the first 
innings M.H.S were ahead by two rounders, which could still be 
easily reached by E.C.S girls. After a quick team huddle, M.H.S 
went back out to bat, knowing that they still had to keep up the 
good work. The girls kept steady heads and ran well between the 
rounders, knocking up a fair amount on the score sheet. In the 
field, Sophie did well with her bowling, Emily  did a great job on 
second base, Isabella  took a marvellous catch on third, Niamh  
and Megan were always on the move, putting in great stops and 
Diana stayed calm and cool on 4th. Sara never let the ball out of 
her sight and Grace was a great back up for Emily. Well done to 
Isabel  for her great fielding on first and also for putting in brilliant 
hits with the bat. With all that hard work in the field and with the 
bat, the girls had a very well deserved victory, winning by more 
than a couple of rounders! Well done again, girls: we are all so 
proud of you. Thank you to Mr. Wilmot, Mr. Gibson and all the 
mums for your support on that very hot day, and thank you to 
Maria and Megan for all your hard work, too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The U9s played only one game this term and very sadly had two 
games cancelled. Their match was played against St. John's 
(away) on the 15th of June and this too was a perfect summer’s 
day for a game of rounders. As we had to leave by three o'clock, 
the game was started early with M.H.S going in to bat and the girls 
immediately put pressure on the St. John's fielders by hitting the 

balls cleanly, sending them flying and making the opposition chase 
after the ball. With Maria being our only left hander, I put her in to 
bat in the middle of the batting order which confused the St. John's 
girls when the ball went flying into the opposite direction. Well 
done to you all for running sensibly between the posts. With all of 
the encouragement and their hearts pounding M.H.S put on an 
impressive total of 12 rounders. Once in the field, Megan did some 
outstanding bowling and all the girls concentrated well on their 
fielding, not allowing St. John's to score many rounders. After their 
first innings M.H.S. were ahead, but St. John's still looked eager 
and keen to fight back. So with a quick team huddle and ‘hands in', 
M.H.S went out to bat again. An impressive performance of batting 
was put on by the girls and they made it very exciting by running 
risky runs and taking chances which put the St. John's girls under 
more pressure, causing them to make mistakes in their fielding. 
After our impressive batting the girls went out to field and didn’t 
allow many balls past them. There was great teamwork and 
encouragement shown by all on the field which was lovely to see 
and hear: it was a true M.H.S. performance. After the impressive 
scores from both innings had been added, M.H.S took a massive 
lead of 7 and a half rounders and won the game with a score of 22 
rounders. 
Well done to you all: you have played so well throughout the 
season and improved so much. Congratulations to you all - I am 
so very proud to have been your coach. Thank you to all the 
parents for your support these past few terms - it has been much 
appreciated. Have a lovely summer and keep on playing! 
                                                                                     Miss Beuthin 

F4’s VISIT TO RNAS YEOVILTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th May Form 4 went to Yeovilton Air Museum (Eden). We left 
school at 9.00am – it was a long journey (Emily ). When we got 
there a man called Tim took us to a room where he told us all the 
safety rules like don’t run (Maria). The room Tim took us into smelt 
pretty bad (Megan). Then Tim showed us round (Robyn ). We got 
to walk along Concorde and sit in the cockpit of a Vampire. We 
made gas mask boxes and did some old sums which were a bit of 
fun (Oliver ). The weird thing about the Concorde was that it 
looked really wide but in fact it was thin (Niamh ). It had lots of 
wires in the Concorde. We learnt about evacuees (Emma). There 
was a plane called the Phantom. We went on a helicopter and it 
shook (Daniel ). We learnt about World War Two and about 
pennies, shillings and pounds (Alex ). My highlights were going on 
the Concorde and seeing the Seafire (Henry ). I had a go at a 
game where you can control a miniplane. At lunch I got my foot 
stuck in the fence and I could not get it out. One of my favourite 
parts was when we went on the simulator aircraft carrier but to get 
there we went on a simulator helicopter and we all went 
eeeeeerrrrr!(Isobel ) Thank you, Mr Sutherland, for taking us and 
Dan, for driving us (Megan).   
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After a rugby session at Twickenham James Nicholls  received a medal and certificate in recognition of application and attitude: whilst 
elsewhere Daniel Phillips  and Joel Gibson  were awarded rugby participation trophies.  
In the pool Daisy Riddell  and Finn Riddell  gained swim certificates: whilst Angus MacLean  achieved Level C. 
Archie Kitson  passed his ABRSM grade 1 piano exam whilst Theo Rees  was awarded a violin progress badge. Archie also attained 
Grade 1 in Kumon maths.  
Commendations have been awarded as follows: to Adam Wells, Jonty Eaton Hart, Isabella Fisher Crouc h and Matthew Moxon  (for 
their Powerpoint presentations), Christian Smith  (first to do as he was told), Jimmy Brett  (reading), Sophie Osler  and Diana Dormor
(Powerpoint presentation and Wordsearch), George Welch  (book review), Lizzie Gray  (story museum), James Cross  (geography and 
working well at Powerpoint), Frank Hartley  (working well at Powerpoint), Zac Read (super scientist/ progress in reading), Beatrix 
Ubsdell  (inventing a simple game for everyone to play), Finn Riddell  (fantastic effort, never being afraid to have a go), Daisy Riddell
(kind and helpful), Isabella Gibson  (handling of words), Maisie Russo  (excellent attitude), Freddie Fearnley-Derome  (enthusiasm on 
Okehampton visit), Ruby Russo  (cheerfulness), Simon Sage  (always doing his best) and Emily Mulley (maths).   
Emily Wright  has been awarded rosettes for success at the Junior Shepherd competition whilst various rosettes and silverware have 
been awarded to Sara Wright, George Russo, Maisie Russo, Ruby Russo , Niamh Wright, Emily Gordon, Harry Gordon  and 
Emily Wright  after successes showing and riding ponies; and to Jenny Jenkins , who showed Lottie the dog. 
Achievement Awards have been presented to Josie Wells  and Harry Shaw .�
 

NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF MHS  
The Summer Fayre was a fantastic afternoon with lovely 
sunshine and lots of inventive stalls.  A thoroughly good time 
was had and we raised £782.85.  Thank you to everyone who 
made this event such a success.  
The Bag2school scheme raised £138.00 so again a big thank 
you to everyone who filled a bag. 
We now have the BIG Event to look forward to on the last day of 
term - 16 July, starting at 3pm in the Yurt field.  There will be all 
the usual fun and games including rounders, cricket, tug of war, 
greasy pole, bouncy castle, assault course, BBQ (bring your 
own salads, drinks etc.) together with special attractions Jungle 
Jim (fantastic children’s entertainer) and Dave Stomp (singing, 
dancing and lots of stomping!).  Anyone wishing to stay the 
night please bring a tent/camper van!  In true Manor House style 
this promises to be another fun, relaxed evening for all children, 
families and staff and we look forward to seeing you there! 
All Friends proceeds left over after the BIG Event will go to the 
children's chosen charity Shelterbox.          Liz Russo, Secretary 
 

WHAT’S ON IN JULY  
The week’s focus: Pulling Together 
Mon 5 F3 swimming 8.40 Taiko Drumming 3.45 
  Music exams at Sidmouth 9.30 
  Nursery staff meeting 3.45 
Tue 6 R, F1, F2 visit to World of Country Life 

Tag rugby 3.45 Ace Club 3.45 Drama 3.45 
Wed 7 F3 visit to Roman Baths  

Art club 3.45 Bushcraft 3.45 
Thu 8 Folly visit to Pecorama  

Tap 12.40 Open Assembly 3.00 
Lower Sc Sports 3.45      Woodwork 3.45 

Fri 9 F6 visit to National Gallery 
Folly visit to Pecorama 

  Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05 

The week’s focus: A Special Place 
Mon 12 F3 swimming 8.40  NO CLUBS 
  Stage show dress rehearsal 9.30 
Tue 13 Performance of stage show to school 9.30 
  NO CLUBS 

Stage show first performance 6.00 
Wed 14 NO CLUBS 

Stage show second performance 6.00 
Thu 15 Leavers’ Presentation Afternoon 1.30 
  followed by Open Assembly 3.00 
  NO TAP NO CLUBS 

Stage show third performance 6.00 
Fri 16 NO DANCE Term ends today 
  FoMHS BIG Event 3.00 

 

DAN’S YOUR MAN 

Dan, the school’s indefatigable grounds and buildings supervisor 
for several years now, has set up his own Grounds and General 
Maintenance business. Dan says, “I can help you with computer 
repairs and small business networks, kitchen fitting, floor/wall tiles, 
general woodwork, painting and decorating, plumbing, hard 
landscaping, lawn repair and many other jobs.”  
Contact Dan on 07834 733060 or danielspiller51@yahoo.co.uk 
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DELLA’S CHICKEN PIE 

Ingredients 
Filling 
2.2kg whole chicken 
2 chicken Oxo cubes 
1 chopped onion 
2 sliced carrots (julienne style) 
2 tbsp vegetable Bisto 
2 tbsp chicken Bisto 
Shortcrust pastry 
11 oz SR flour 
3 oz fat (Flora white) 
3 oz margarine (Stork) 
Water as required 

Method 
Pastry 
Rub flour and fat together to form crumbs then add water to make 
dough. Put to one side. 
Filling 
Put chicken in a saucepan and add water to cover, add Oxo 
cubes, onion and carrots then bring to the boil for 15 minutes. Turn 
temperature down and let simmer for 45 minutes. 
Once chicken is cooked remove from the stock. Make gravy using 
the chicken and vegetable Bisto, stirring continuously. 
Remove the meat from the chicken in strips, put into a suitable 
size dish, pour the gravy over the top of the meat. 
Roll out the pastry and place it on top of the chicken and gravy 
mixture. 
Brush pastry with egg or milk and bake until pastry is cooked at 
160 deg C /gas mark 3. Enjoy.                                                 Della 

Please note Della has kindly revealed these hitherto closely 
guarded secrets of the production of her highly popular Chicken 
Pie after repeated requests from appreciative lunchgoers. In 
return, please do NOT approach Della for further recipes. 
The good news is that Della is now able to offer a range of home 
baking, including her inimitable birthday cakes. Please contact her 
on 07974 120698 or dellaedh@hotmail.com 

Below: Peter Thornton’s parents shearing their flock of sheep in 
the school field provided much interest.�


