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The Headmaster writes...

Now is a time for optimism — among children, among
parents and among staff. Just as now is also a time for
determination, support and cherishing those moments of
joy that we all find in our daily lives at MHS, those
moments that are now pierced with something undefined
and uncertain that lies somewhere beyond disbelief.
Reflection is easy and entirely natural in the current
circumstances. | have lost count of the number of
parents who have looked at school upon school only to
come back to me saying “But there’s nowhere like Manor
House”. Of course, this is true as all schools are unique
but | believe that Manor House has a great deal to mark
it out. We are a school that punches above its weight.
We are a school that is based on some simple but
fundamentally important shared values. We are a school
where creativity, resilience and confidence are not
simply taught or expected, but nurtured. We are a
school where children are fulfilled.

The efforts, energy and commitments that people have
given to our school across the years have enabled us to
become the school that we are. We are indebted to
them for all they have done, just as | am indebted to so
many people involved with our school for all the
opportunities and happiness | have had here. And it is
with this sense of gratitude and appreciation, this
understanding of continued on page 2

News from The Folly

Busy, busy, busy! That's the best way to describe this
month. With this glorious weather we have been
spending lots of time outside, checking on our plants and
watering them, playing in the garden and practising for
our upcoming sports day.

Our plants are coming on and we are in the process of
planning a visit to Miller's Farm Shop after half term
where they’ve very kindly offered to talk to the children
about growing your own veg and fruit and how to look
after them.

We have also been heading up to the Sports field as part
of our daily routine, and practising our races for Sports
Day on the 24" June. This year we are doing a running
race, an egg and spoon race and an obstacle race for
our 3 and 4 year olds, as well as a ‘toddler’ race which
any of our 2 year olds can take part in with a parent.
We'll keep our fingers crossed for good weather.

On the subject of good weather — which | hope will
continue — please can | remind you all that sun hats are
a daily necessity, as we will still be going outside for
short spells on these hot days?

| hope everyone has a relaxing half term and look
forward to seeing you all in a week; but remember we
are still open for half term and taking bookings now. This
week is also grant funded so you can use your grant for
your usual sessions. Helen Freeman - Head of Nursery




The Headmaster writes ...cont. from page 1
what a truly superb school sounds, feels, looks, smells and
tastes like (yes, food matters enormously!) that we need to
look ahead with optimism and new hope.
In his poem “Recessions”, James Autry concludes his
thoughts on the struggles of keeping going with:

Could that be it,

that we do all the dull stuff

just for those times

when a revelation rises among us

like something borning,

a new life, another hope,

like something not visible catching the sun,

like a prayer answered?
Every day, every hour, in fact every moment in our school a
revelation rises among us each time the penny drops and a
child understands something for the first time, each time a
child helps another, each time a child sings, laughs or
smiles. This is why we do what we do.
| hope you have seen my recent letter, which outlines all the
activities planned between now and the end of term. We are
determined to continue to plough all our energy into the
school in order to provide the most fulfilling, exciting and
happy end of term possible for our families.
Yes. Now is not an easy or comfortable time, but with
optimism and faith | believe we will each find the next step,
another hope, a new opportunity...like a prayer answered.

STOP PRESS

The performances of A Midsummer Night's Dream are now
moving back to the original dates of Tuesday 13, Wednesday 14
and Thursday 15 July.

LOST PROPERTY

Parents, please note there is a LARGE quantity of lost property,
mainly clothing, out on display on the Nursery verandah. Please
note this may well belong to school children who stay for tea or
homework club. Please feel free to come down and check for any
missing items you may have. Many thanks. Helen Freeman

FORM 5 GEORGE'S MARVELLOUS MEDICINE THEATRE VISIT

Our trip to the Octagon in Yeovil was great!

The play was about a boy called George who makes a medicine to
shock his grandma, but instead it made her HUGE! (Oliver) The
part | enjoyed the most was when George had a confusing day
dream in which the horrible grandmother became friendly, lively
and funny (Grace). The part | enjoyed the most was when George
made the medicine and gave it to grandma and all the animals —
the chickens, cows and pigs! (George). There was lively dancing
and it became mayhem at the end of the first scene! (Zack). The
character | liked the best was dad because he was funny, friendly
and a good actor (Joel).

NEWS FROM RECEPTION CLASS

The Fab Four have had a lovely start to the Summer Term.

They have been busy finding minibeasts in the school grounds as
well as growing caterpillars in their classroom. They have all
enjoyed minibeast stories and have made some lovely pictures
and models of worms, snails, caterpillars and ladybirds.

All the children have been growing cress and sunflowers and are
learning to look after plants in the Ranch area, which were kindly
organised by Mrs.Atkins.

During a day trip to Teignmouth, the children had lots of fun on the
play park, enjoyed looking at all the boats by the harbour and had
a lovely time playing on the beach. They are now looking forward
to their visit to Bicton Park with Form One and their visit to The
World of Country Life with the rest of the Lower School.
Finally, to end this half term, the children joined Forms One and
Two to take part in the magical storytelling session given by David
Heathfield.
We are now looking forward to next half term and are hoping that
the butterflies will emerge from their cocoons very soon!

Mrs.Sue Foster, Reception Class Teacher

FORM 2 SPRING INTO SUMMER!

All the children in Form 2 have a spring in their step as they have
thrown themselves into all our new topics this term. In music they
have been exploring sounds and in Forest School experimented
with the sound wood makes and made their own wooden sound
chimes. As part of our study of castles, they have also had the
challenge of finding a suitable site for a castle and building a
stockade and Keep.

Last year was the first time Kew Gardens had launched The Great
Plant Hunt to celebrate the life of Charles Darwin. It is being
continued this year and Form 2 and the children in Bushcraft all
took part in the search to find ten species in flower. This year's
results certainly look quite different from last year because of the
cold winter but check out the website www.thegreatplanthunt.co.uk
to see if this is the national picture. While you are there you might
like to take a look at the celebratory video from last year, which



stars our very own Harry Shaw , pictured studying a dandelion
plant!

A busy start to Form 2’s last term and much more to look forward
to. Mrs. Scott

STORYTELLING WITH DAVID HEATHFIELD

What a glorious day for a fabulous feast of storytelling for Lower
School. David Heathfield has the ability to immediately captivate
his audience, using sound effects, music, artefacts and his own
engaging personality.

The Lower School, joined by some of the Nursery, listened to,
moved to and contributed to three wonderful stories with the theme
‘Magic in the woods.” You would think 90 minutes would be far too
long for such young children but David kept them engaged and
enraptured right up to the last minute! Mrs. Scott

F4 AND THEIR STORY MUSEUMS

F4 have been collecting artefacts for story museums and lots of
mums and dads came to view our exhibition on Thursday 13"
May.

The books featured were The Butterfly Lion (Eden and Henry),
The Firework Maker's Daughter (Emma), Dinosaur (Alex), Dear
Hound (Niamh), Tug of Love (Maria), Have You Seen The
Crocodile? (Alice ), That Pesky Rat (Robyn), Alex Rider (Harry),
Fantastic Mr Fox (Daniel), The Baby Who Wouldn't Go To Bed
(Lizzie ), Moonmin Land Midwinter (Emma), Horrid Henry Goes

Trick Or Treating (Megan), You're A Bad Man, Mr Gunn (Oliver)
and The Twits (Isobel ).

Here is a photograph of Eden and Henry with their museums.
There are more photos in the English classroom — please come
and see. Mrs Nunns and Mrs Rabone

BALLS FLYING AND BATS SWINGING

Wow, have we had a brilliant start to the season?! The rate of the
girls” improvement has been amazing and their eagerness to get
out there on the pitch every games lesson has been so energising!
The U11 girls started the season playing their first match against
St John’s but unfortunately it was not a result that the girls had
hoped for. With a lot of determination at training the girls’ skill has
improved and with intense fielding practices, the U11s were raring
to go and attack their next match only a week later. This time it
was v the Queen’s girls. Diana did incredibly well, smashing the
balls all over the place once again, along with Sara, Emily and
Isabella : we certainly thought that we had it in the bag. However,
when it came to our turn to field, the Queen’s girls were just as
good at smashing the balls as we were. Despite the great efforts of
Sophie 's bowling, Grace, Isabel and all the girls fielding, we were
unable to keep the rounders ticking over. So unfortunately the
Queen’s girls took the victory but M.H.S girls definitely took the
victory of effort and spirit. Well done, girls! The improvement was
incredible and both Miss Broad and | were very proud of you! We
would also like to thank Megan, Emma and Alice for participating
in the U11 matches - you all did so well!

The U9 girls have only played one match and boy, did they do
well?! This was a very exciting match and a rather odd one to
cheer for as Alice very kindly stepped in to help the St. John's
team as they were a player short. The girls were very excited and
worked so well together on the pitch. It was so brilliant to see the
M.H.S girls supporting their friend Alice, even though she was
playing for the other team - well done, girls - | thought that you all
showed great sportsmanship and we were very proud of all of you!
The match was very close, even nail biting, but M.H.S did
extremely well and won the match! You really did deserve to win
that game so well done! Megan was chosen girl of the match and
everyone was complimented on how well they played.

The U9s are looking forward to their match v Exeter Cathedral on
the 8th June and then another match v St. John's on the 15th. The
U11 girls are also excited to play in a re-match v St. John’s on the
9th June, so please do come along and support - it is bound to be
the match of the season!

On a rather sad note, however, we are going to be without the help
of Miss Broad after half term as she will be taking a break to
prepare herself for university. So, Miss Broad, on behalf of myself
and all the girls we thank you for all your hard work, enthusiasm
and energy you brought with you to every day. Conton p.4




In the pool the following have been achieved: Angus MacLean 100m; Maisie Russo and Kitty Guinness level 9; and Danny Fisher
levels 2, 3 and 4.

In judo Megan Thompson Summers was graded her White Belt.

Frank Hartley has gained his IOCA Grade 2 sailing award.

In gymnastics Matthew Simpson gained at the National Finals a silver award in the men’s pairs event and a gold award in the mixed

pairs.
Commendations have been made as follows: to James Nicholls (for an excellent start to his castles project), Alex Hayman, Robyn
Bamford, Daniel Phillips, Megan Thompson Summers, E den Vaughan, Alice Dormor, Emma Eaton Hart, Henry W illiams, Harry

Gordon, Niamh Wright, Isobel Harding-Perrott and Emily Mulley (story museums), George Welch (wonderful worm hunter),
Beatrix Ubsdell (spellings), Megan Titchener (effort and keeping rules), Peter Thornton (repeat rotation in art), Isabel Couch (mobile
phones booklet), Grace Zimbler (reading), Sam Norton (kindness at Breakfast Club), Archie Guinness, Isabella Gibson, Henry

Hudson and Samphire Ubsdell (always making Mrs Foster smile), Alex Hayman (attitude to school life), Emily Mulley
(understanding of electrical circuits), Maisie Russo (Log Book Diary), Jimmy Brett (reading), Angus MacLean (writing), Joel Gibson
(story telling), Emily Wright (progress with maths and English), Maria Sage (progress in English) and Frank Hartley (shapes and

angles).

Bamford .

Norton, Oliver Upperdine, Henry Williams, Harry Gor

Achievement Awards have been presented to Lizzie Gray, Jonty Eaton Hart, Daniel Phillips, Ale  x Hayman, Oliver Patch, Sam
don, Emily Mulley, Maria Sage, Isabella Fisher Crou ch and Robyn

Trophies and rosettes for their successes showing their ponies and dogs have been presented to Niamh Wright, Dominique Mears
Hammett, Maria Sage, Sara Wright and Simon Sage .
Dominic Beer received a trophy after his team'’s success in the local U11 soccer cup final.

WHAT'S ON IN JUNE

The week’s focus: Respect

- NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS

| |
= Summer Fayre - 12 June 3 - 7pm
| |

Mon 7 F3 swimming 8.40 Taiko Drumming 3.4¢
School staff meeting 3.45 2 The Summer Fayre is going ahead as normal and we hope tog
Tue 8 F2 visit to Okehampton Castle amake it the best yet! All past and present pupils and thelrI
U9 cricket v Exeter Cath Sc (H) 2.00 " families are very welcome and there will be all the usuala
U9 rounders v Exeter Cath Sc (H) 2.00 -attractlons plus a bar (Pimms and beer) and a BBQ from2
Tag rugby 3.45 Ace Club 3.45 25pm. Any new ideas for stalls run by parents and childrens
Drama 3.45 -would be great! All proceeds will go towards the end of term?
Wed 9 R and F1 to Bicton sevent(s) and one huge honour this year will be the winner ofa
U11 rounders v St John's (H) 2.00 :the egg throwing competition gets to keep the trophy! .
Art club 3.45 Bushcraft 3.45 " : ’ "
Thu 10 Tap 12.40 Open Assembly 3.00 = The end of term Big Event - Friday 16 July from 3pm .
Lwr Sc Sports 3.45 Woodwork 3.45 -FoIIowmg the Friends meeting on Wednesday evening wes
Fri 11 MHS Athletics meeting =have decided to have a party on the last afternoon of term tom
Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05 ncelebrate all the wonderful times we have had at Manor®
Sat 12 Summer Fayre 3.00 :House. There will be all the usual fun and games for:

The week’s focus: Thanking People who Care for Us

meveryone — children's entertainer, bouncy castle, music,®

Mon 14 F3 swimming 8.40 arounders matches, BBQ (bring your own salads and drinks):
SCHOOL EXAMS NO CLUBS -plus a lot more! Details are currently being finalised but ity
Nursery staff meeting 3.45 = promises to be a fantastic event for all current pupils, familiesn

Tue 15 SCHOOL EXAMS NO CLUBS =and staff and if you would like to camp for the night bring aj
U9 rounders v St John’s (A) 2.00 = tent, motorhome or similar! Watch this space for more detailsm

Wed 16 SCHOOL EXAMS NO CLUBS :and in the meantime if you have any ideas /suggestions tog
U11 cricket v Trinity (H) 2.30 = Make it even more memorable please let us know. "

Thu 17 SCHOOL EXAMS - Liz Russo, Secretary s
Tap1240 OpenAssemb|y300 ‘llllllIlIllllllIlllllllllllllllllllll.
Lwr Sc Sports 3.45 Woodwork 3.45

Fri 18 Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05
F6 Skern Lodge weekend

Sat 19 F6 Skern Lodge weekend

Sun 20 F6 Skern Lodge weekend

The week’s focus: Love

Mon 21 F3 swimming 8.40  Taiko 3.45
School staff meeting 3.45
Tue 22 Sports Day field events
Tag rugby 3.45 Ace Club 3.45
Drama 3.45
Wed 23 U11 cricket v Exeter Cath Sc (A) 2.00
U11 rounders v Exeter Cath (A) 2.00
Art club 3.45 Bushcraft 3.45
Thu 24 Sports Day NO TAP
NO OPEN ASSEMBLY NO CLUBS From page 3 You have been an amazing help to me and the girls
Fri 25 F5 visit to Houses of Parliament pag g help 9

Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05

The week’s focus: No-one is an Island

and we will miss you terribly. We wish you the very best of luck
and hope to see you soon - you will always be welcome to join in
on one of our games practices.

Mon 28 Egli/w;grn;;ntg’?écgninngOg-Ae‘%g To you all, have a lovely half term. Miss Beuthin
Tue 29 U9 cricket v Trinity (H) 2.00 DEAR PARENTS AND STAFF
U9 rounders v Trinity (H) 2.00 . .
For the fourth year running | shall be power-walking a half
Wed 30 Zﬁgczﬂgbgjs'% Ace gssi'ﬁéf?ga%a 345 marathon (13.1 miles) on July 4" for Breast Cancer Care and

Folly Parents’ Evening 4.00-6.00

Additions to the calendar are shown in BOLD
Please note the cricket on 16 " June is now AT HOME

Support. If you would like to sponsor me, | would be very grateful. |
will leave a sponsor form in the office. Thank you for all your past
support. Antonia Cheeseman




SOUTH WEST ISA REGIONAL ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS

On Tuesday 25 May a team of Manor House children were among
pupils from nineteen other schools taking part in the South West
regional athletics championships at Exeter Arena. The setting was
fantastic; hundreds of athletes, first class facilities, a cheering
crowd in the grandstand and great weather. For many of the
children it was the first time they had participated in such a high
profile event at such an impressive venue but the children rose to
the occasion and the performances were as hot as the weather!
Although children were representing their different schools, it was
not an inter-school event. The focus was to select the team to
represent the South West region at the ISA National
Championships in Birmingham in June.

Everyone involved did very well indeed, especially on such a warm
day, and we came home with two Regional Champions (Matthew
Simpson in the 150m and Oscar Fearnley-Derome in the shot
putt) and two children who are in line for selection for their
respective sprint relay teams (Emma Eaton-Hart and Matthew
Moxon ), as well as a clutch of second and third places.

Miss Broad did a fantastic job officiating at the long jump and
working incredibly hard all day and Della supplied the athletes with
just the right balance of carbohydrate, protein, fibre, vitamins,
hydration and flapjack — a precise scientific exercise! Mr Hudson
spent a great deal of time organising the teams and Dan helped
ensure that we arrived and returned safely and swiftly. | am very
grateful to everyone involved in making the occasion very
memorable and successful.

The full results and participation details are:

Matthew Simpson* 1%in 150m

Oscar Fearnley-Derome* 1% in Shot Putt

Matthew Moxon** 2" in 80m final (2™ in heat)
Matthew Simpson 2" in 600m

Oscar Fearnley-Derome 2" in Cricket Ball throw
Joel Gibson 2" in Cricket Ball throw
Megan Thompson Summers 2™ in Rounders Ball throw
Joel Gibson 3“in High Jump

Emma Eaton-Hart ** 3 in 60m final (1* in heat)
Diana Dormor 4™ in High Jump

Sophie Osler 4" in Shot Putt

Sam Norton 4" in 150m

Daniel Phillips 4" in 60m heat

Robyn Bamford 4" in 600m

Daniel Phillips 4" in 600m

Sam Norton 5" in 75m heat

Oliver Upperdine 5" in 600m

Sara Wright 6" in 150m

Sophie Osler 6" in Rounders Ball throw
Matthew Moxon 6" in High Jump

Megan Thompson Summers 6" in 600m

Henry Williams 6" in Cricket Ball throw
Sara Wright 7" in 80m final

Grace Zimbler 9" in 600m

Oliver Patch competed in the 600m, Dominic Beer competed in the
Cricket Ball throw and Oliver Upperdine, Henry Williams, Diana
Dormor, Emily Gordon, Oliver Patch, Emma Eaton-Hart, Robyn
Bamford and Dominic Beer competed in the Long Jump (final
results not yet available). Mr Gibson

* 2010 South West ISA Regional Champions
** Qualified for selection for South West Relay team




MATCH REPORTS

U9 rounders v St John’s
The team was Niamh, Emma, Emily, Josie, Robyn, Alice, Eden,
Lizzie, Isobel and Megan
St John’s arrived with a team member down and because we had
one extra Alice very kindly volunteered to play for St John's. We
got off to a great start by fielding first. Both Robyn and Megan did
some great bowling, resulting in St John’s players not hitting many
balls! We worked well together as a team getting the ball to the
right bases, stopping them from scoring.
When we batted we had some fantastic hits and scored quite a
few rounders and half rounders, sometimes even after slipping
over! Even when we didn’t hit the ball we managed to steal some
half rounders! Between innings we were in the lead. With a shorter
second innings we really went for every ball and ran as fast as we
could. At the end the scores were very close at 10 — 8 to us. Thank
you, Miss Beuthin and Miss Broad, for coaching us.

Niamh Wright and Emma Eaton Hart
U11 cricket v St John’s
The team was Frank, Oscar, Matthew S, Dominic, Matthew M,
Sam, Josh, Jonty, Adam, James and Joel. Frank won the toss
and we chose to bat first. We did not bat very well and got out for
quite a low total of 54: our highest score was 10. However the tea
interval marked a recovery and we put the disappointment behind
us and bowled very well, with Dominic, Frank and Matthew S all
taking wickets and James getting an amazing run out. After a very
close and tense finish the match was tied despite very tight
bowling from Joel and a controversial decision which went against
us.




