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The Headmaster writes...

What a wonderful time of the year! The promise of these
brighter mornings and lighter evenings seems to give
everyone that slight lift, providing us all with a little bit
more energy. And we are making the most of this!

Quite apart from all the different activities taking place in
school, many trips and visits are taking place across our
year groups. Last week Forms 4 and 5 enjoyed a
superb day out visiting @Bristol (pictured below and
p.4), earlier this week Form 6 went back in time on their
visit to Coldharbour Mill, today the Folly visited Honiton
Fire Station as part of their project on People Who Help
Us and tomorrow Reception and some children from
Form 1 are visiting a coffee shop in Honiton as part of
their project on Food. All of this in just two weeks!

At a time when many schools are reducing the number
of educational visits, we are determined to increase our
children’s opportunities. Of course, we face many of the
same difficulties (the most significant being matters
related to Health and Safety and Risk Assessment), but
through the keenness of our staff, especially the Office
team, these are taken care of professionally and our
children receive a wider education as a result.

Exactly the same approach can be observed in our
sports events, our forest school activities and even our
classroom lessons. We are concerned with doing what
is right and what is best, rather than what is easy. Just
as we encourage children to question (yes, the best
learners ask the best questions), so we encourage each
other to question as well, which is why the “What if...?”
questions are so important in shaping our school's
approach to each child’s education and fulfilment.
Looking ahead this term we have events such as our
cross country meeting, the Evening of Music and a new
venture, World Week, all of which will provide great
opportunities for all children to shine, to grow and to
flourish on the next stage of their individual journeys. It
promises to be a great half term and, as we all know,
while the destination is important, so is enjoying the
journey!

News from The Folly

We've had a busy couple of weeks in The Folly,
welcoming four new children to both the main Nursery
and the Ladybird room as well as welcoming three new
staff members. A fortnight ago Miss Sammy-Jo Bourne
and Mrs Claire Pomeroy joined our team, and next week
sees the arrival of Mrs Fiona Hodder. | am really pleased
to welcome them all to our team and look forward to
working with them all.

Two weeks ago also saw us doing Hope for Haiti week
where the children learnt about what had happened in
Haiti and how people there were suffering. We also
learnt how we could help them so on the Friday our
children dressed up and brought in £1 each. | would like
to thank everyone involved and those who dressed up
on Thursday too. | am delighted to say that the school
raised £1,461.16 which will be sent to ShelterBox.

This morning saw us take a visit with our Butterflies to
Honiton Fire Station where Firefighters Alan and Ed
kindly taught us about the job they do and the different
roles they play. They also taught us about the dangers of
playing with fire and then showed us their fire engines
and let us have a go with the hoses, which was a
highlight along with jumping in the puddles afterwards!
Here are some of the children's thoughts on the outing:

There were two firefighters called Eddie, and | don't
know the other name (Megan)

| was using a hose (Constance)
| liked spraying water and making a puddle (Archie)
| saw a fire engine (Emmie)

| liked spraying water into a puddle — | saw a fire engine
(Sofia)
| liked jumping in the puddles (Scarlett)

We watched a movie about fireflies. If you play with
matches you will get burnt and it will be very hot (Oliver)

Images of our activities appear on page 3 this month.
Helen Freeman, Head of Nursery




THE OFFICE

Please help us with a special request. Mrs Hall in the
school office has just resumed her treatment and in order
to give her our maximum support during the weeks ahead
we are introducing important arrangements designed to
minimise the risk of passing on infections. We are sure
everyone will wish to adhere to these measures which are
in place until further notice. Parents are asked not to visit
the office if suffering from colds, coughs or other poor
health. Messages should be conveyed by telephone, email,
post or if necessary by third parties. Lesley will not be in
the office on Thursdays so these arrangements do not
apply on that day. Your understanding and support are
appreciated.
Mrs Paula Buxton gave us some excellent input in the
office last term but has been unable to continue this term
so you will be seeing a new ‘old face’ behind the desk —
Mrs Juliet Persse. Mother of past pupils Jessica and Lucy,
Juliet is going to be doing one or two days a week.

Mr Wilmot.

NEWS FROM THE RECEPTION CLASS

The ‘* Fab Four ‘ have been busy at school as per usual!

Before half term they made potato hedgehogs and went
into the woods to make cosy shelters for them to hibernate.

It was very exciting to discover, after the half term break,
that most of the hedgehogs had survived the elements
...and predators!
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This week during Forest School Form One joined
Reception and made shelters for themselves. They worked
together to make some fantastic structures.
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In the classroom our role play area has been turned into a
café. All the children are enjoying taking turns at being a
customer and are working hard as waiters and waitresses.
The children are looking forward to visiting a café in
Honiton High Street to enjoy a real café experience.

Sue Foster, Reception Class Teacher

NEWS FROM FORM ONE

Form 1 have been very busy. The children enjoyed looking
at old toys and comparing them with modern ones, and
have explored the properties of many different materials.
This extended into their art sessions, where they used lots
of different materials to create some wonderful sculptures,
which are displayed on the landing outside the library.
They also experimented with various materials to make
a waterproof home for their favourite small toy.
Currently the children are discovering the effects of
different forces on things, and also looking at the
surrounding area to compare it with places further afield.
Mrs Fuller

OPEN DAY

An Open Day is being held next week for people unfamiliar
with the school who wish to learn about us. It is not
intended for existing parents. Your child’s school day will
be largely unaffected.

AN EVENING OF MUSIC

On Thursday 18" March at 6.00pm the annual Evening of
Music will be held in the Sports Hall. All parents and friends
of the school are invited. This special evening provides an
opportunity both for pupils to enjoy the valuable experience




of performing in front of an audience and for you, the
parents, to learn more about the various musical activities
offered here.

All members of Forms 3, 4, 5 and 6 will participate and we
appreciate parents’ support in enabling their children to
attend and play their part in the ‘team’.

Pupils in these forms not staying to school tea but going
home should please arrange to return by 5.45pm.

The evening will include the inaugural performance of the
newly-formed Manor House Pipe Band. Participants have
been working hard to entertain you and to raise cash for
Haiti: please bring a few coins for a cash collection.

MATCH REPORTS

U11 football v Exeter Cathedral

The team was Oscar, Matthew S, Frank, Samuel,
George, Joel, Joshua, James, Oliver and us. The whistle
blew for the start of the match. Exeter scored a goal to
have a 1-0 lead. With both teams having good chances the
whistle blew for half time. We all had oranges in our break
before the game started again. The game got under way
for the second time with both teams playing well. Then we
scored a great goal to level the match. But then they
scored two goals to get back in front. Near the end of the
game Dominic scored a penalty. The final score was 3-2 to
Exeter. Matthew M and Dominic

U11 netball v Exeter Cathedral

The team was Diana (captain), Sara, Emily, Sophie,
Isabel, Isabella, Hannah and Grace. We won the toss and
got the first centre pass. Exeter managed to intercept the
ball and score their first goal. They were just too tall and
good so it was quite hard for us to get a chance to score.
We intercepted the ball many times but Exeter fought hard
each time to get it back. We battled hard and kept going! In
the second quarter Emily scored a brilliant goal. The end
score was 13-1 to Exeter. Diana and Sara

U9 netball v St John’s

The whistle went for the beginning of the match. St John'’s
scored the first goal, then another. Then it was quarter
time. Our coach discussed tactics and we went out for the
second quarter. The team was Robyn, Eden, Emily,

Megan, Niamh, Maria and me. Then | scored a goal
assisted by Niamh. We then stopped for half time. More
team tactics, then back for the third quarter. Although our
defence of Emily, Eden and Robyn played really well St
John’s scored again, making the score 3-1. Then Niamh
scored another goal, followed by one from me. The whistle
went for the end of the third quarter. More team tactics,
then | scored a goal for MHS: we were 4 goals to 3 ahead.
We thought we had won with only two minutes remaining
but St John’s scored the equaliser with only seconds to
spare. However, we played on and Megan got the ball: she
passed it to Maria who passed it to Niamh who passed it to
me. | was able to take a shot but it bounced off the post for
me to take another shot. This also bounced off the post
and | caught the ball again. This time | threw the ball into
the net, leaving the score 5 goals to 4 to MHS. Alice

U9 football v St John’s

To set MHS going | scored the first goal. Then St John'’s
took a centre and we quickly got the ball back, then Harry
S scored and did a fancy celebration. Harry Ea scored our
third goal and a few minutes later the whistle blew for half
time. We returned to the second half confident and positive
and scored six more goals, making the final score 9-0 to
us. The second half goals were scored by Harry Ea(2),
Louis, Daniel, Harry En and me.

The team was Harry G, Harry Ea, Harry En, Harry S,
Daniel, Oliver, Louis and me. Thomas

U11 football v Blundell's

The team was Matthew S, Dominic, Joel, Sam, Frank,
Josh, George, Oliver and me.

The whistle blew for the start of the match. Soon after the
kick off | scored a goal. The score was 1-0 to us when we
stopped for half time. After a team talk we went back onto
the pitch to play the second half. With both teams playing
well, we had a great chance and | put the ball in the back
of the net. Soon we had another great chance and | had
another opportunity to score and | smashed the ball into
the net. The score was 3-0 now and we pressed on. Josh
scored a great goal to give us a 4-0 lead. In the last minute
one of their players got a shot on goal and it went in the
net. The final score was 4-1 to us. Matthew M

Below: Activities at The Folly (see page 1)




Given Most Promising Junior Boy award by Honiton Swimming Club is Oliver Upperdine , whilst Thomas Vincent won
two 1% place medals and a 2", Angus MacLean passed his swim Level 2 and Eden Vaughan her Personal Survival
Level 1.

Mathletics certificates have been gained as follows: bronze by Theo Rees, Isabel Couch, Sam Norton, Lou is
Bamford, Grace Zimbler, Robyn Bamford, Emily Wright , Harry Ensall, Thomas Custance, Maisie Russo, Geor ge
Russo and William Hudson : and silver by Niamh Wright, Edward Rees, Robyn Bamford, Louis Bam  ford and
Thomas Custance .

The following commendations have been announced: to Emily Mulley (for always doing her best), George Welch and
Isabella Gibson (great number work), Sophie Osler (100% contribution), Maria Sage and Isabella Fisher Crouch
(positive in everything they do), Zac Read (science diagram), Emily Conway (determination at cross country), Robyn
Bamford and Niamh Wright (determination and effort), Oliver Patch (good manners) and James Cross (Powerpoint
presentation). All members of F1 and Reception were commended for their Olympics assembly.

Joining the prefect team is Dominic Beer .

Edward Fuller and William Hudson received certificates marking completion of their Rainbow Piano Part 1 whilst
Oliver Upperdine has passed his Grade 1 piano examination.

On the ski slope Sara Wright gained her Swiss Red Princess badge.

Matthew Simpson received a medal after his remarkable win at Stockland Cross Country meeting.

WHAT'S ON IN THE REST OF MARCH

Fri 5 Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05

The week’s focus: Dealing with Jealousy

Mon 8 F4 swimming 8.40
School staff meeting 3.45

Tue 9 Mixed cricket 3.45 ACE Club 3.45

Wed 10 U11 netball v Blundell’s (H) 2.00
Art Club 3.45

Thu 11 Tap 12.40 Open Assembly 3.00
Cross-country at Manor House 3.45
NO CLUBS

Fri 12 Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05

FMHS Film Evening Jungle Book 6.00
The week’s focus: Water, Water Everywhere

Mon 15 F4 swimming 8.40

Blundell’s Music-Making Day

Nursery staff meeting 3.45

Tue 16 F3 visit Tutankhamun Exhibition
Mixed cricket 3.45 ACE Club 3.45
Wed 17 U11 netball v Taunton (A) 2.00
U11 football v Taunton (A) 2.00
Art Club 3.45
Thu 18 Tap 12.40 Open Assembly 3.00

Lower School sports 3.45

Woodwork 3.45 ‘Make a Million!” 3.45
An Evening of Music 6.00

Fri 19 Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05
The week’s focus: The Importance of Manners
Mon 22 F4 swimming 8.40
School staff meeting 3.45
Tue 23 Mixed cricket 3.45 ACE Club 3.45
Wed 24 Art Club 3.45
Thu 25 Tap 12.40 Open Assembly 3.00

Lower School sports 3.45
Woodwork 3.45 ‘Make a Million!” 3.45
Cross-country at Stockland

Fri 26 Ballet 12.35 Jazz 1.05
The week’s focus: World Week
Mon 29 World Week - Day 1

F4 swimming 8.40 NO CLUBS
Tue 30 World Week - Day 2 NO CLUBS
Wed 31 World Week - Day 3

Open Assembly 3.00

Term ends NO CLUBS

April Thu 1 and Fri 2 Activity Camp

= NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF MANOR HOUSE =
2DON'T FORGET the Film Evening on Friday 12th Marcha
mat 6pm when we will be showing THE JUNGLEg
=BOOK on the big screen. Admission £5 for adults and £32
=for children to include a hotdog. Tickets available froms
"the school office. Crisps, squash and ice creams will beg
mon sale. Adults: bring your own wine/beer etc. Itg
. promises to be another great sing-along evening! =
. Liz Russo, Secretary.




